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SIR, 


\ N Sunday laſt i&the Evening died old Mr. Henry Cor- 
hs a chief Teacher in the M of Diſſenters at 
Bifzter. The next Morning one of thoſe Brethren 
came to the Vicar, to The uſe of his Pulpit 
{Funeral Sermon, to be preacht t Either by Dr. Fabt5 on 
or Mr, O--—Þ —ReQtor of D -——in the Chunty of Bucks, Th! 
Vicar, as I hear; made a kind and pridient Arfiver; 'that his 
it __ be at the Service of any —_ lar Church-Divine, 
ph rr of + = oh whoſe Gharadter 
he could £ Ply d vpen "that occaſion; whether they de- 
clin'd to ask A, or, 'or whether he decently wav'd the 
Office, I cannot tell, The Funeral was on Thwyſday after Noon ; 


and Station 


\ 


a Grave was op'ned in the HERES of the Church, near the. 


where Mr. Trought 
ty; had been interr'd in t : Veai"16Bt. The Appearunce'was 
as great as Aﬀe&tion and Curioſity 'could make ir.. The- Pall 
was held up by ſix Teachers of the Separation, with all other 
Ceremonies which remain indifferent. The Corps was receiv'd' 
at the Church-Gate, *by the Miniſter in his Sorplice, with the 
Form by the Liturgy preſcrib'd, The Preacher ſele& Mr. 0 
took his Text from Rey.,x4. 13. And I heard a Voxce from Po 
ven, on eneefand; forv br ed are hn Ro 
Lord from yea, the Spirit may reſt from 
their Labor's, and their Works do follow them, ' For near ' two 
hours Diſcourſe, he betrayed nothing of the- particular Occa- 
ſion, wvnleſs' (as Tome think ) in Tone and familiar Expreſſions. 
He then fell \ upon the Subje&t of our Deceaſed Brother, aud ſpoke 
Lo this effet 
* And now into the Poſſeſſion of that PerteStion of ay" 
” neſs, ; which [ have bern deſcribing, 1 do not only Ip 
«oor: 


conliderable Teacher of that Par- * 


(4), 


«hero: fry Fre Oy nndet Fl, as ts Che. 


my 
« interrupted for .many Years, but yet I cannot omit ſayin 
« ſomet of him, When | began my Acquaintance wii 
« him, he ſeem'd an ancient Man ; but, by his Temperance 
« wary Life, and his peaceable Dioliies, he had extended 


<« his Lafa30. FT it. 
; + aaſs.4 
, , Was 2 ay 
Ei "ped 
rieadſhi 
he.coulg,- to 


of People, a p,.and a rw) 
< dineſs to doall.che G 0 i. L6k, only of 
< hisown but af other. did got think that, 
Fprwrny wie op rcunſtaatial, 


& 
<« ther, "where —_ — was a good Agreement as to: the main 
Coins Ops ke 
" a means 
<«. from-thoſe. Hervand” Paſſions which-are thy Bleniens 
«* overniachZeal in«lf Parties, He loved not a diſputatiye and 


Diviaity bue-caly; tak which exprels'd the Life 
mo hs to, make good ahd 
ous He pre Mo- 


6 7 dili > 
< ſufhcient y. was very ache 0d 
< not only for others, but, with others, as] my ena ja pe 
< heard /him/in /a- private, but a very. honougadle, Family,” 
CE Reap ward pay 
S t not w ons Ma 
_ = it. Common Juſtice, and my Gratitude to bis. - 
« demanded thus much ofme, For 1 aw}, confeſs he has. been a 
& Friend, and a Patron, and a kind of Father to me. aps 
om 
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* from him I received my Inſtructions when I firſt entred upon 
© my Miniſterial Office You, young Men , muſt not 
&* hope to reach to the Age of this Holy Man of God 

[ do not, perhaps, remember all the Charatter, nor can I 
ſo far pretendto have repeated the very Words; but I am con- 
fident it was to this Senſe, and in moſt of theſe Expreſſions: 1 
may have omitted ſomewhat, but, to my knowledge, have in- 
vented nothing, 

It rais'd my Indignation, I muſt own, to hear this Harangue 
npon a profeſs'd Maintainer of Diviſion and Schiſm: To hear 
it delivered in that very Church from which He had detain'd fo 
many ignorant People: To have it ſpoke in Triumph over the 
Head of the Parochial Miniſter, a diligent and ſober Man: To 
proclaim it with as much Noiſe and Aſſurance as Lungs and 
Liberty could take; and all this by a benefic'd Church-Divine, 
without diſtinguiſhing between his Charity and his Judgment 
without a Word of Exhortation to Unity and Peace ; without 
ſo much as wiſhing thoſe People to come more frequently to 
that Holy Place, where they were now aſſembled, and where' 
their late beloved Teacher choſe to lie at Reſt, Nothing bur 
Applauſe of the Perſon, and then a filent Conſent to the Me- 
rits of the Cauſe. This, no doubt, wasa more than common 
Joy and Inſult to that Party ; and might be apt to ſtrike ſome 
damp upon the regular and well-affeted Members of the 
Church; ſince one of their own reputed Minilters could make 
Conformity and Separation ſnch indifferent Things ; and pro- 
nounce the Man Bleſſed, who had been the Voice and the Soul 
of the Schiſm in that Town. 

To give you, Sir, my own Thoughts, I am really as much 
againſt a perſecuting Spirit, as any of thoſe Men, whoſe Inte- 
reſt or Coldneſs it is to be, for what they call Moderation, I can 
freely converſe, and exchanee any Offices of Humanity with a 
well-meaning Diſſenter, of what Name ſoever. I am as much 
by Temper, and by Conſcience againſt Rudeneſs and Railing on 
the one hand, as againſt fawning and Flattery on the other. 
Eſpecially, I would have all Juſtice and all Charity ſhewn unto 
the Dead ohgall Perſwaſions. For I believe there be fome lau- 
dable Qualities in Men of the moſt deſperate Sc&ts and Factions. 
Goodneſs of Nature can ſometimes break through ill Princi- 

B ples, 
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les ; and the (ignal Virtues of Morality, ſeem in ſome well di- 
poſed People to atone for-their Miſtakes in Religion, Even 
the Phariſees had a Right to be commended for ſome punQtual 
Obſervances of Charity and Juſtice : Nay, the ugglt deplorable 
Hereticks in the Chriſtian Church, were none of them o loſt to 
God and Goodneſs, ' but that they faid and did ſome things 
Praiſe-worthy, and of good Report. 

And therefore l am by no means angry,that this grave ancient 
Man was publickly treated with ſo-much Reſpett and Honour. 
The Funeral Orations were always heard with ſome allowance 
to' Grief and AﬀeCtion : And Sermons, on the like occaſion, 
ought to be interpreted with Candour and Conceſſian ; eſpeci- 
ally, when He who performs that laſt Office, lies under parti- 
cular :Qbligations to-the Party deceaſed. As it was in this 
Caſe; where the er is ſaid to be poſſeſsd of a very plen- 
tiful Benefice, chiefly by the Intereſt and Recommendation of 
Mr. Corniſh, 1n whoſe Opinion He was a moderate and peacc- 
able Man : And 'therefore- He did well to intimate his great 
Engagements to Him; andto call Him exprelly his Fatber, his 

4d, and/his Patron. This was. ingenuous and proper ; buy 
then He ſhotid have temper'd bis Gratitnde with Diſcretion 
and Truth. | 
- He ſhould firſt have conjadered his own Character, which was, 
by no- means, to be an Advecate for Indifterence in Commu- 
nion, nor cowardly to” betray that Altar, to the Service 
whereof He had been legally ordain'd. He ſhould have cun/- 
der'd the Place, wherein he ſtood upan Courtelic and Suffe- 
renee; and ſhould in good manners have ſaid nothing offeakive 
to the Perſan, by whoſeleave He came there. He ſhould. have 
--n/idered, that the greateſt part of the Audience were already 
prejudiced agziaft rhe Churcin, and the orcinary means of Sal- 
vation in it; and to be now taught to have Men's Perſons in 
greater Admiration; would but feal up the Obſtinate, and 
confirm them in the Error of their ways. He ſhould too have 
conſidered, that 1n the'mixe Mulrnude, there were ſome regular 
ad conſcientious Members of!the Church of England, - who muſt 
n2eas be offeaded to hear" their Church, in efte&, delivered np 
by a profeſſuig Diſaple of it: And to find a Leader of mit. 
-aded Scparatiſts to be, as it were, Sainted in that Place, 

| where 


SS 


where Unity and Conformity are yet eſtabliſhed by Law. And, 
abvve all, He ſhould have con/idered, how he can anſwer it to 
God or Man, to countenance Diſorders and Diviſions, to Daub 
with untemperigy/ Mortar, to ſpeak ſmooth things, and to propbeſie De- 
ceits;, however the People may love to have it ſo, 

Molt certainly, the Preacher, on this ſolemn Occaſion, had 
been more true to the Rights of his own Fun&tion, if He had 
took this fair Opportunity, firſt to commemorate the great Cha- 
rity of the Church of England, which, like a natural and indul- 
gent Mother, has always open Arms to receive even her Frow- 
ard and Rebellious Sons. And tho”, like the other true Pareat, 
ſhe had rather have the Living Child than the Dead; yet in 
pit ſhe allows her Offices of Chriſtian Burial, to thoſe who de- 
piſe her other Ordinances: Why ſhould not this Teaderneſs 
and Compaſſion of Hers, work upon the hearts of the Diſobe- 
dient ? Why ſhould it not make them ſenſible, there be ſome 
returns due of filial Reſpe& and Love, for her Bowels of Aﬀe- 
Qion tothen! 2 Did ſhe imitate the dire Severities of the Church 
of Rome : Did ſhe curſe and exclude from Salvation all that for- 
ok the Pale of her Communion: Did ſhe caſt, out their Bodies 
ro the Fowls of the Air, or rake into their Graves, and con» 
demn their very Bones to be burnt; as. is known to be the 
frequent Pra&tice abroad. Why then, theſe unmerciful Do- 
ings might well create Averſiog and Abhorrence in All that dif- 
fer'd from Her ! But :vhen ſhe patiently waits their Submiſſion, 
white they live; and affords them the laſt Offices, of Piety, 
when they come to die, this ſure might win apaa all ingenu- 
ous « lm] to oblige Her with Conformity ;and Obedience in 
all reaſonable Service, 

He might then have took an Opportuaity, to infer, thatour 
diffenting Brethren do not die ſo much out of Charity with the 
Church, as 1s commonly imputed-to them, Whew there has 
been any variance between Friends. or Relations, if the decca- 
ſing Party bequeath a Legacy to, Him.or Her that ſurvives: 
This is juſtly thought a Sign -and Seal- of Reconciliation and 
and perfe& Love. Why do we not ia this Caſe make the ſame 
reaſonable Inference ? We ſee thoſe Brethren live many Years 
as Strangers and Aliens to the Church ;z yet when they come 
to depart out of this World, they leave their Bodies as a Lega- 
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cy to be there depoſited in Peace, Tho', by ſtrength of Preju- 
dice, and force of ill Example, they choſe to ſerve God in a 
common and unhallowed Barn, rather than in the Place ſolemn- 
ly devoted to be his Houſe of Prayer : Yet gon Death-bed 


Thovghts, they cannot will their Bodies to, mmitted to 
the Threſhing-Floor ; but make it their laſt Option to be buri- 
ed with their forefathers, and let their Sepulchres at leaſt be 
on the good old Conſecrated Ground, We ought to put the kin- 
deſt Senſe on this their dying Diſpolition. We know it was a 
prevailing Error in the Primitive Church, for the Novices and 
Catechumens in the Faith, to defer their being baptiz'd to the 
very Point of Death; upon a falſe Conceit that every Sin com- 
mitted after Baptiſm would be mortal; and, upon a charitable 
Sormiſe, that juſt dying in the Communion of the Church would 
abſolve them from all the Errors of their paſt courſe of Life, 
Who knows, bur the berter ſort of Diſſenters have theſe Scru- 
ples on them? That if they ſhould be too ſoon admitted into 
the Boſom of the Church, they could by no means live up tothe 
Rules and Orders of it; and fo, by being unworthy Members 
ſhould be the greater Sinners : Whereas delaying their admiſ: 
ſion to the laſt, they may poſſibly ſuppoſe, that ſuch a final 
Attion determines their Salvation; and to be buried in the 
Church, is a ſufficient Atonement for long Abſence from it. 
Charity thinketh no Evil. 

Then He might have took occaſion to perſwade the Brethren 
there preſeut, that they would be as well affeted in their Life 
and Health, as they\ generally come to be in their laſt Sickneſs, 
and Point of Death; #. e. to .bring their Bodies to the 
Church, while their: Souls are yet in them. For Souls and Bo- 
dies united, might be offer'd as a more acceptable and well- 
pleaſing Sacrifice to Chriſt, and his Spouſe, the Church ; more" 
acceptable, than the bare Carcaſs, and the Refuſe of Mortality. 
Why ſhould they deſire to be interr'd within the Precinfts of 
the Church ? Unleſs they naturally think it their owa laſt 
Home, and their proper Place. Wonld any of Us requeſt, that 
our dead Bodies ſhonld be carried into an Enemy's Country, 
rather than be laid up in ovr Native Land ? It muſt argue ſome 
Aﬀedtion to that Spot of Earth, where we reſolve to lay down 
our mortal Man, and mix our common Duſt, Many of the 

good 
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ood Old Chriſtians, in the Times of Perſecution, when they 
fix'd upon their Place of Sepulture, in Rocks, ſuppoſe, or 
Dens, or Caves of the Earth; when they had fix'd, _ 1 fay, 
the P1AMF they uſed often to viſit it, to retite to it, to 
ſpend hours of Devotion at it, t9 put them in mind of Morta- 
lity, and prepare themſclves to depart, in Peace. It conld be 
no Superſtition in our Diſſcating Friends, to ule the like prepa- 
ratory Methods of Holy Dying; 1 mean frequently to viſt 
the Sacred Place allotted for. their Burial, and there exerciſe 
themſelves to that Godlineſs which will be profitable for 
-them. | | 
He might further have thevght. fit. to encourage thoſe Bre- 
thren, not to forſake the —_ themſelves together in 
that Boly Place, where the Mournful ſion had now brought 
them. For they might perceive, there was no ſuch harm in 
the Church, or the Service of it. The Ground was not pollu- . 
ted: with Idolatrous Worſhip; if-it had , their Reverend 
Teacher would not have defir'd. to find there an Ark of Reſt © 
for his Earthly Tabernacle. The Surplice, \and the Liturgy, 
were no ſuch abominable Things; for they had now _ 
them innocently us'd in the Condudt of their good Old Paſtor 
to the Ggave: Nay, and they had ſeen fix of their Living 
Teachers Rn ne them rag © aky much De- 
cency and Rel as gers, | Conſcience * 
could adviſe, What ME are they, who have brought 
this Evil Report upon the Church, as if it were hideous and 
intolerable, and, would cat: up the Inhabitants? We ſee no 
ſach. thing; The Ceremonies are few and inoffetſive ; The 
Prayers are devout, and pathetically goad : The Sermons are 
prattical and/ plain, The Pcople ſeem generally ſincere and 
withous Hypgcrilic Let | 6s dwell. with them together a 
1 was glad when they ſaid unto me, ve will go into the Houſe of 
Lad, Our Feet ſhal Pand int Gates, © Jeruſalem. | 
And when He had come to ſpeak more expreſly of the Per- 
ſon and Charatter of the He ſhould have made a fair 
and ingenuous Apology for thole Strokes of Life and Conver- 
ſation, which ſome People had objected, as Blots and Blemiſhes 
to Him. Ge 
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He might have plauſibly ſaid ; that his being caſt into thoſe 


Ways of Separation, ſeem'd not ſo much his Choice, and his 
Judgment, as his Birth, and his Breeding, and his Engage- 
ments in the World : For that He was born of Puritanical Pa- 
tents, and raught from a Child to cenſure, and condemn, 
what He could not underſtand : That with theſe Prejudices 
He was admitted in Oxford under the Government of a noted 
Admirer of that way; and being there imploy'd in a ſervile 
Office, He was the more oblig'd to let his Conſcience be at 
the Command of his Superiors: That he took Orders at a 
fatal Junture, when it was Popularity and Gain to preach 
down the King 'and the'Church : That his Zeal in this Cauſe 
had recommended Him to the Parliamenr, ſo cald, who ſent 
him back with other choſen Brethren” to preach up Reforma- 
tion in Oxford: And, for his Pains there taken, did ſoon re- 
ward Him with a Canonry in Chriſt-Church, one of the beſt 
Preferments m England, which the Iniquity of thoſe' Times 
had left capable to be enjoy'd. That thele Obligations were 
enovgh to contratt Him to that Cauſe, by which he got his 
Wealth and Honovr ; ' whereas the Church had offered little 
or nothing to retain him at firſt, or to bring him back again. 
For when He was forc'd to leave his own (7. e. Another's) 
Place in the College, He ſaw afterward no 1 empration to con- 
form; He fell under the near Influence of -2 Gentleman, who 
encontag'd and ſapported his Nonconformirty; and made him 
perhaps dream of the Glorions Times of Reſtirution:* In' the 
mean time, He was drove on the Neceſſities of teaching in 
Separate Congregations; which Courſe of Life put him upon 
ſome Troubles and AMidtions, that might incenſe Humane 
Natrire, and provoke Him to be morediſ-afte&ed to the Church, 
> Ap He feem'd to have fufferd much, and to have loft 
All.- + + Eu av __ 

But herein He purchas'd, what really | deſerves to be call'd 
a good Report : For 'notwithſtanding theſe many Diſadvantages 
of Education and Intereſt, and Reſentment; yet, after All, He 
was no Bigot, no violent Angry Man: He had really a Meek- 
neſs of Diſpoſition, that kept him much from Wrangles and 
Diſputes: He had a Goodneſs of Nature, that inclin'd Him to 
4 fair -Correſpondence with ſome Church-Divines ; = : 

| eem* 
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_ ſeem'd his peculiar Frame of Spirit to be reſerv'd and inoffen- 
ſive. In the ſhort Diſcourſes, which I know to have been held 
with Him, like a Wiſe and Good Man, He took only the de- 
fenſive part. He never, ina my hearing, rail'd at, or run 
down the Conſtitution of the Church ; but pleaded calmly for 
Moderation, and Liberty of Conſcience, and bearing with 
One Another. 'He wonld often chuſe ro make, as it were, 
ſome Apology for keeping up a ſeparate Meeting ina Oppoſi- 
tion to the Church, He would ſay, He was brought thicher 
by the Invitation and Importunity of ſuch, as He thought 
good People. That it was not his Intention to keep them 
altogether from the Church ; but ſhould ſometimes ſet them 
the Example of going thither himſelf. And He did at firſt 
reſolve to begin, and end, his Publick Exerciſes at ſach hours, 
as ſhould nor interfere with the Sqglemn Service of the Church ; 
but diſmiſs themfrom one place, to attend at the other, He 
ſeem'd to deſire no better CharaQter, than what had been truly 
given of his Predeceſſor in that Town , Mr. John Troughton, Achen. 

He was not of ſo buſie, turbulent, and furious a Spirit, as Oxon. Vol. 
<« Thoſe of his Perſwaſion commonly are; but very moderate, *- *: 5'*- 
* And although he”often preached, as Occaſiqns offered them- 
© ſelves, in probibited Aſſemblies; yet He did not make it his 
* buſineſs, by employing all the little Tricks and Artifices, 
** too frequently praftiſed by other hot-headed Zealots of his 
* Fraternity, viz. by vilifying and railing at the Eſtabliſhed 
< Ordinances of the Church, libeling the conformable Mi- 
© niſtry, by keeping their Meetings at that very time when 
©* the Services and Adminiſtrations of the Church are regularl 
" ing, &c. He did not, I fay, by theſe, and ſu 
« like mot vunwarrantable Contrivances, endeavour to with- 
* draw weaker Perſons from the ſacred Boſom of the Church, 
© in order to fix and herq,them in aſſociated defying Conventi- 
* cles. ' He was reſpeRted by, and maintain'd an amicable Cor- 
" —_— with ſome of the Conformable Clergy, becauſe 
* of his great Knowledge and Moderation. 

Mr. Jobn Troughton had this good CharaQter given. Him by a 
Writer, that had not the Cuſtom of flattering that Party ; 
nor uſed He to ſpeak better of Perſons, than they commonly 
deſery'd. And truly ſach, in moſt reſpe&ts, 2; Henry Cor- 
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niſh ſeem'd to. be; peaceable and quietly. diſpos'd. - He was 
nei to ONS Hokir on this Happineſs, that he had 
receiv'd Holy Orders from a Biſhop of the Church of England ; 
and therefore could not be thought an Intruder into the Mi- 
niſterial Office. I remember He has, upon ſeveral Occaſions, 
call'd himſelf, and wrote himſelf, .Epiſco Ordaind;, and, 
under that Chara&ter, would diltinguiſh himſelf from other 
ordinary Diſſenting Teachers. He married one of his Daugh- 
ters to a Conforming Divine, and uſed his Intereſt to poſleſs 
Him of a better Benefice, under the Conditions of Subſcri- 
ption and Declaration which the Laws requir'd. - He has, ia 
private Converſation, told the Mynilter of the Place, that. 
though he-hop'd to continue frees to his Congregation for 
his own Life ; 3 he thought to perſwade them All after his 
Death, to ler fall the ſeparate Meeting, and come unanimouſly 
to the Church : Which, T hope, the honeſt Maa ſincerel 

meant. ' For when the Miniſter afterward charg'd him. -wi 

this Promiſe, and ſeem'd to, fear the. breach of it ; becauſe He 
bad taken in a young Aſſiſtant to carry on the fame Work, and 
to keep up the ſame Aſſemblies of Oppoſition. The old Gen- 
tleman excus'd the Matter, and declar'd, that the ſaid young 
Perſon was ſent for without his Orders and Advice, and fetcht 
up from another part of the Land, before He conſented to 


if, 

' Now if theſe Inſtances of his Charity and Condeſcrnfion had 
been faithfully related by the Funeral Preacher, He had done 
more Juſtice and more Honour to the Memory of his Friend 
and Patron, God forbid that He ſhould have rudely rak'd into 
his Aſhes, for Faults and Reflexions on them : He ſhould ra- 
ther again vindicate Him from any Matters of Fa&, or Fame, 
that had been objeted againſt Him, 

' That, from his Youth, He was blown up with that un 
Fermeat of Innovation, that quickly yuin'd a once Glorious 
Church and State : This might be imputed to that want of Age 
and Experience, that drew him away, before He could diſtia- 
guiſh between Good and Evil, That He left Oxford, whe it 
was garriſon'd for His Majeſty , and join'd himſelf with 
thoſe that were in Rebellioif? This might be. aſcrib'd to the 
inpetyous Tide and Tumult of thoſe Unhappy Times. rhy 
c 
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He was remanded to the ſame Univerſity to preach the Scho- 
hrs into Obedience to the Uſurping Powers : This might be 
refolv'd into the ſame Cauſe, the Running Stream, and the 
Madneſs of that Ape. That He took the Dignity, from whence 


the great Dr. Sanderſon was, for Orthodoxy and Loyalty, eje- 
Qed; and ſo was ſaid to cat the Bread of one of the profoun- 
deſt Scholars, and moſt Pious Divines in this Nation : This 
too might be a little excus'd from the innate Principles of Self- 
Love and Preſervation. That he was even in thoſe Times 
ridicul'd and made contemptible for a Puling Saint, and Sneat- 


mg te, in Drollery and Rhimes, entitled, Zeal over- By 7's. 
beated: Or, A Relation of a Lamentable Fire in a Religious Bro. aver. 


ther's Shop, where Holy Corniſh teached, &c. This might be the 
Common Genius of Poetry and Profaneneſs. That He after- 
ward put himſelf into a very ſwimming Humour, and ſcarce 
knew whether to diſſent, or to conform : This might be his 
comprehenſive Charity, and Latitude of Love. That his own 
old Friends have been heard to complain, that He was too 
cold and ſilent, that He had wrote nothing for the Cauſe : This 
might ariſe from his Modeſty and Diſtruſt of his own Talents ; 
or perhaps from a better Senſe, that ſuch controverſial Wri- 
tings had only inflam'd the World, and turn'd away the Spirit 
of Religion. That He: was reported to have little or no 
Learning, and that ſome of his Letters are faid to remain a 
Teſtimony of his writing what was ſcarcely Senſe and not Eng- 
liſh : This ſure muſt have been the Imperfefion of his decli- 
ning Years, when he had outliv'd the ſight of his Eyes, when 
in his Sermons and Epiſtles he was forced to uſe the Pen of his 
Maid-Servant; and when —_ (as a notable old Profeſſor 
ſaid) He had forgot more others ever learn'd. 

Stories and ſcurrilous Reflexions are not ſo much the Talent 
of Men of our Communion. Integrity and Truth need nothing 
but themſelves, to ſupport themſelyes. Far be it from Us, to 
invent Lidels and Slanders even againſt our greateſt Adverſaries, 
much leſs againſt Him, who at ſome Times, and in ſome Things, 
profeſt to be our Friead. 

There is indeed a late Hiſtorian, who wrote for no Intereſt, 
and has therefore among ſome Perſons gain'd the Reputation 
of a plain and undiſſembling Teller of Ti - One that really knew 

as 
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as much of Modern Things and Men, as any one Writcr of this 
Ageand Nation. This Hiſtorian, I ſay , made bold ro draw. 
up and pnbliſh the Charafer of Mr. Cornyſb, while He liv'd-; 
which was the more ingennouſly done, that He might have, 
pleaded his own Cauſe, and viadicated himſeli from any falſe, 
Aſperſions, Perhaps, Sir, in your Retirement, you have not 
the Book by you; and therefore PII cite you the Words at 
large. But I beg your Pardon; I would be only the Franſcri- 
ber, and leave the Truth and Propriety of it to your better 
Enquiries, and to the Credit of the Author. | 

An. Dvjn, 1649. About the ſame time, when the two laſt 
<* Perſons were created (3. e. Fobn Wilkins and Henry Langley) 
© jt was granted to Henry Corniſh, Batchelor of Divinity, and 
* Canon of Chriſt-Church, that He, if he pleaſe, might be aftu- 
© ally created DoQor of Divinity ; but he refuſed it, and was 
© not. This Perſon, who was Son of ill. Corniſh of Ditchet 
* in Somerſetſhire, was originally a poor Scholac of New-Jnn, 
* and an Afiſtant to the Butler there ro put oa (or enter Bat- 
* tles) inthe Buttery-Book : And as de had been Puritanically 
«* edvcated at home, ſo more under Dr. Rogers Principal of the 
E ſame Im, Afterwards He took the Degrees in Arts, and. 
&* became a puling Preacher, left Oxon when it, was garriſon'd 
* for Bis Majeſty, eached among the Godly Party, and was 
< appointed by the Parliament, with Langley before-mention'd, 
* Corbet, Cheynell, &c. to preach the Scholars, into Obedicuce 
© to the then Pawers:. For which his Service, He was made 
© Canon of Chriſt-Church, in the Place. of Dr. Robert Sanderſon 
© ejected, After His Majeſty's Reſtauration, He was remoy'd, 
«* and preached in thoſe Parts as a Nonconformiſt, till the Five 
* Mile AQ was made; and then retiring to Stenton Harcourt 
* in Oxfordſhire, where He was patroniz'd by Sir Philip Har- 
* court, a Favourer of ſuch like Perſons (as having been cdu- 
© cated in their Principles by one of the Parliament-Generals, 
* named Sir William Waller, who had married his Mother.) 
* He lived, and carried on the Trade there for many Years, 
* and took all Occaſions elſewhere to preach, when the Indul- 
*© gences for tender Conſciences were granted; and did ſome- 
* times (aſt:r K. William 11]. came to the Crown) preach in 
** an anciquated Dancing-School juſt without the GC - 
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« of Oxon: To which Place many People did uſually reſort. 
« Afterwards this Meeting wastranſlated to a Houſe in St. Ebbe's 
« Pariſh, where it now (1691.) continueth, and is chiefly car- 
&« ried on by a certain Perſon, who had received ſome Educa- 
©« tion in Cambridge, &c, In the Year 1690, Mr, Corniſh left 
&« Stanton- Harcourt, and tranſlated himſelf ro a Market-Town 
& in Oxfordſhire, called Biſiter, where He now holds forth. 
&« $o that He who had been a Licenſed Preacher by the Bleſſed 
&« Parliament, as it was by the Brethren, ſo calld, and had been 
© Canon of Chriſt-Church, and much reſpe&ed by thoſe of his 
«* Perſwaſion, while He lived in Oxon, for a Godly Man, doth 
* now in his Old Age, being now about 89 Years old , 
* preach ina Barn in the ſaid Town of Biſiter, for Profit-ſake, 
© to filly Women, and other obſtinate People; ſuch is the poor 
<* Spirit of the Perſon. 

I have, Sir, alrcady intimated, that it ſhall be none of my 
buſineſs to juſtifie, or refute this Chara&ter, which ſtood upon 
Publick Record, for ſeveral Years, before the Reverend Man 
here deſcrib'd did depart this World. I have no more to add, 
but my Prayers, and a deſir&of Yours, that while there ſeems 
ſo fair a Proſpe&t of Univerſal Peace Abroad, God would bleſs 
Us with Unity and Concord here at Home, and grant Us 
All to be firſt Honeſt, and Prudent, and then Relggious: And I 
verily believe, that Men, ſo qualified, could never deſert 
or betray the Excellent Communion of the Church of Eng- 
land. 


Tour moſt Humble Servant. 
Decemb. 23. 1698. 
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